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BAWANTA BOLO UNIT
WAME OF UNIT

ASTERIO D. SUBALA

UNTT COMMINDING OFFICER

1. Complaints

2. Investigating Officer!s Notes
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HEADQUARTERS 2
TED STATES ARMY FORCES WESTERN PACIFIC i
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

/m Ll

2</-4p, Asterio D. Subala 25 MA
2 5MAY 1948

Bawanta, Lugon, P. I,
Dear Mr, Subalas

The, s purporting to be a guerrilla or-
ganization under your nominal control, has not been favorably
considered for recognition as an element of the Philippine
Army,

A set of general requirements for guerrilla recognition,
established General MacArthur during the liberation of the
Philippines, has been used as a guide in considering the re-
cord of this unit, After careful tawestigation and full con-
sideration of all available substantiating records and testi-
mony of witnesses having pertinent knowledge, recognition of
this 11a unit is not deemed to be warranted because of
reasons mentioned below:

a. The unit was not maintained satisfactorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, during the occupation,

b. Activities of the unit did not contribute materially
to the wventual defeat of the enemys

¢. Unit did not show satisfactory continuity of activity
and organization.

d, Many members apparently lived at home, supporting
their families by means of farming or other eivilian pursuits,
and assisted the guerrilla unit on a part time basis onlys

e, Record of service was not established by sufficient
acceptable evidence,

It 41s requested that you comply with the provisions of

Executive Order No, 68, by the President of the Philippines,
dated 26 September 194§, copy attached.

Sincerely yours,

#

true copy filed w/mnit file

GSCPG copy filed w/201-file
1 true édpy filed w/ Cor, file
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Lt, Col, H. L. Shaftoe:
The "Bawanta Bolo Unit," "A" co, 121st In.t% was not fa=

muhl;' considered for recognition, e unit submi t.a a roster
of 6 officers and 75 enlisted men,

BASLS TOR NOB-RECOGNITION:

The following is a remsrk of Col Fertig, Commanding Of=
ficer J.M:h l!lihry District, UH'IP, stating "recommend unfavorably
due to the fact that subjeet unit was just a reserve from where re-
placements were drawn, Nen drawn and called to active service were
paid for their service as soldiers but not as voluntary helpers."

be The unitdd not have men working on a full time basis,
. ¢« The unit had no weapons nor n-mion.
d. The men in the unit acted as reserve o

The unit never fupetioned as a tighting mbnt unit

either MM or after the arrival of the Americanms,

ATW/ppm.



Camp Spencer, La Union
) 31 August 1946

SUBJECT: Bolo Units, North Luzon

TO : Commanding General, AFWESPAC, APO 707
(Attn: Guerrilla Af'rairs Divlsion)

1. In order to élarify the many claims and questions
concerning Folo Units in Forth Luzon, I wish to enumerate
the following:

a. These units were organized throughout North
Luzon primarily for the purpose of labor.

"’i"éw o

b. They were organized on a voluntary t

bases with-
out any promise for future remuneration.

c. These units rendered excellent service such
as: unloadins Submarines, cargadoring supplies and

equipment, demolition work, and in some

cases actual
combat,

Wil

d. Many of these units sustained casualties,

2. After 9 January 1945, when USAFTJ

ized to hire civilian laborers, the member
were give "irst priority in order to give
tunity to earn.
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! ADQUARTERS 1
UNITED STA®ES ARMY FORCES WESTERN PACIFIC L
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO 707

Mr. Asterio D. Subala
Bavantay bozony PrTs 2 5MAY 1946

Dear Mr. Subala:

The Bawanta Bolo Unit, purporting to be a guerrilla or-
ganization under your nominal control, has not been favorably
considered for recognition as an element of the Philippine
Army,

A set of general requirements for guerrilla recognition,
establishéd by General MacArthur during the liberation of the
Philippines, has been used as a guide in considering the re-
cord of this unit, After careful investigation and full con-
sideration of all available substantiating records and testi-
mony of witnesses having pertinent knowledge, recognition of
this guerrilla unit is not deemed to be warranted because of
reasons mentioned below:

a. The unit was not maintained satisfactorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, during the occupation.

b, Activities of the unit did not contribute materially
to the eventual defeat of the enemy.

¢, Unit did not show satisfactoriv continuity of activity
and organization.

d. Many members apparently lived at home, supporting
their families by means of farming or other civilian pursuits,
and assisted the guerrilla unit on a part time basis only.

e, Record of service was not established by sufficient
acceptable evidence.

It is requested that you comply with the provisions of
Executive Order No. 68, by the President of the Philippines,
dated 26 September 194%, copy attached. & X

Sincere].}; you.:(js,

o A0

W. P. MOORE
Lt, Col., AGD
Ass't Adj Gen
1 Incl:
Executive Order No. 68,

> 2
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MALACANAN PALACE
MANILA

BY THR PRESIDFAT OF THE PUILIPPINES

TXACUTTIVE CRTER NO. 63

Commander—:n
mination o

""H"W““L
mander-in-Chi
mation of hos
Aered unne Zce of ele-
arly activa=

WHERFAS, contir Sk mai ince of headquarters is
not a prerequisitec i1la units; and

WHFRE'S, the

zation of gunerrilla units in the field
will not prejudicc the contiauziace of rozognition of such guerrilla
units as can produce evid showing that they have maintained or-
panized military forces in the field in effective oppositién to the
Javanese, which will he the basis for avard of such benefits as may
be authorized to members of such units;

NO™, THTREWOR®, I, S™RGIO OSMEN?, President of the Philippines,
by virtue of the powers vested in me hy the Constitution and laws of
the Philippines, 8o herchy order:

1: That all unrecognized guerrilla units be dishended and
that all members thereof roturn to their homes and encage in their
normal civilian pursuits.

2, That all arms, ammunitions, and military supplics and
equipment in the possession of unrecognized guerrilla units or of
individual members of such units be immediately turned in to the
Cormander of the nearest unit of the United States frmy or of the Army
of the Philinpines,

7.0, Yo, 68
P, A

/via
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That all records of urrccomised grerils
handed in conf
cognition

the year of im
Comnmon

ith of

inpines

By the Prosident:

(sn.) JOSR §, REYTS
Secretary to the Prosident
*.0. No, 68

/v1d
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BASIC: Ltr fr HPR, (Ord Serv) dtd 13 Mar 46, Subjs Request
for Recognition of Guerrilla Unit

1st Ind /gb

HQ, USAFIP AREA COMMAND, Camp Spencer, APO 70
23 March 1946

T0: CG, AFWESPAC, APO 707

Recommend unfavorably due to the fact that subjeet
organization was just a reserve from where replacements
were drawn, Men drawn and called to active service were
paid for their services as soldiers But not as voluntary

helpers,
FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER3
PEDRO J NUVAL
1st Lt, Inf, PA
Adjutant General
Inclss
n/e

| Autorit! IND 23075 |
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ACTIVITIES OF THEL "BA \" NTA BOLO UNIT"
Reserve of "A" Co., 1st Bn.,121lst Infantry
USAFIPY? NORI“IGKLT LUZON

( 27 September 1944 to 8 June '45)

Organization and Objectives:

The -bombing of Port. Poro, San Fernando La Union by more than
one-hundred American planes on 22 September 1944 marked the begin-
ning of the liberation of the northern provinces of Luzon. It has
announced to the popalace the proximity of the American troops
whose coming was so eagerly awaited for. There was excitement every-
where. The guerrillas became more active, while the Japs adopted
measures to'counteract gwerrilla activities. Innocent Filipinos,
especially males, who were suspected as guerrillas or to have any
affiliation with resistance movements were arrested and tortered.
The Japs reached the hedght of their cruelty. People from the
towns had to evacuate to the mountains so as to escape the Jap
atroecities.

Around the month. of September, 1944 there-was an- expected---
shipment of ammenitions and weapons somewhere along the coast of
the Tloces provineces, It was decided by the 12lst Infantry,(Guerr)
USAFIP, NORTHERN LUZON to have men re‘-dy at any time to carry these
weapons and ammunitions as soon as they arrived. It has also planned
that enough men should be ready to handle and operate the arms
without mumeh delay in training. The 1l2lst Infaniry had therefore
ordered the organization of''polo uwnits" as reserve companies with
USAFFE men as instructors. In compliance with orders that emanated
from Regimental headquarters, I organized the "BAau: BOLO UNIT®
on 27 September 1944 from the able-bodied males of barrio Bawanta
and neighboring barrios at Bawang, La Union. My "bolo wnit” was. -
a reserve of "A" Co., 1lst Bn., 1l21st Infantry.

Other objectives for which the "Bawanta Bolo Unit" was or-
ganized were to fill wp vacancies and provide replacements for
the 121st Infantry; to gather information about the Japs as to
their positions, strenght, arms, and their probable direction of
movement; to provide protection and security for the guerrillas
as well as the civilians; to deliver military messages; to pro-
vide labor when needed; and to secure information of a.ny pro-Jap

/ spies at that time to ®e reported to Regimental Headquarters.

Training:

The first two months, 27 September 1944 to 30 November 1944,
after the organization of the “Bawanta Bolo Unit" were devoted
prineipally for the military training of the men. The instructors
were the undersigned,a graduate of the Philippine Military scademy;
Abraham Dumo who completed two years in College Reserve Officers
I‘x‘-qnmz Course; and Gregorio Mazon who finighed military instruc-
tions in High School. For our references, we used the following;
New Infantry Drill Regulations Field Manwal, and Tactics and Tech-
niques of Infantry, Vol. I Basie.

L
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Theoretical and practical instructions weré given in the fol-
lowing; Close -and lxtended Order Drill, Interior Guard Duty, Scout-
ing and Patrolling, Aiming and Sighting, Masketry, Bayonet training,
and the Principles of Combat. Lectures an military coartesy and on
the Articles of War were also given.

While some were receiving instructions, otherg kolo men in my
unit were posted at places where the approach of Jap patrols would
e seen so that the guwerrillas would be warned at the propee time.
Guarding was done twenty+four hours a day. At night time guards
were inereased and details were sent out for patrol dauty. In case
of the approach of Japs the civilians were also warned to give
them time to hide their rice, chickens, pigs, ete. so as to pre-
vent sach from being taken by the Japs.

Activities from lDecember 1944 to 8 June 1945:

The main activity of the Bawanta Bolo Unit during this period
was the carrying of food and ammunition supplies to the Headquarters
of the 121st Infantry which was located in Llountain Province. Du-
ring this period the Japs were mery busy doing patrol work and this
neeessited the freguent transfer of headquarters. Consequently,
®olo men were very much wanted to provide labor.

On the eve of 24 December 1944 at about 2300 hours, Jap pa-
trols in the guise of civilians surprized my guards at our guard-
house at Bawanta resulting to the death of Private Saturnino Flo-
resca who was one of the gwards at that time and the arrest of
some civilians who were with him., Two deye later the Japs returned
fully armed and reinforced and killed Pvt. Teofilo Pangan. The
Japs also burned all the houses in the whole warrio of sawanta.
The inhabitants being homeless evacuated further inward to the
mountains, I changed the location of my headquarters.

In early January, 1945 the Jap soldiers were jittery since
they were busy moving from place to place. It was later discovered
that the cause of this Jap action was the successful landing of
Amerigan troops at Lingayen Gulf. I kept myself busy sending out
details to gather intelligence information about the enemy as to
their strength and disposition. On 31 Janwary 1945 Lt. abraham
Dumo while leading a patrol at night in the town of Bawang, La
Union was shot to death by wnidentified persons. It was believed
that Lt. Dumo was killed by pro-Japanese spies.

In February 1945 there was a heavy fighting between the
guerrillas «nd Japs east of 5an Fernando, La Union and the Sawan-
t& Bolo members helped in delaying enemy movements by participa-
ting in the demolition of bridges. They also continued ;Ael@ver‘in_f
importang military messages K¢ and the risky job of carrying of
ammunition and food supplies across Japs lines kept on. Continuous
gathering of information about the enemy was performed. This in-
formation was rushed to guerrilla headguarters.

2
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In larch 1945 more and more Japs arrived at Bawangz La Union
and it became very diftficalt to continue our job of delivering
ailitary messages and carrying of food and aamunitiong supplies.
About the end of the month we were entirely separated from "A" €o,
1lst Bn, 12lst Infantry. liy wnit having no chance to be provided
with arms, we stayed at the seashore at Pudoe, Bawang, La Union
and waited for orders. In early April, 1945 amy bolo men were again
called to perfora their usual work of carrying ammunition and other
supplies. In May 1945 practically our servéces were not needed anymore
and we stayed at Sauwang, La Union waiting and hoping that owr wnit
wonld be recognized as & part of the 12lst Infantry, US.FIP, NORTH)
ERN LUZOW.

The Bawanta Bolo Unit although it did not have a chance to
display an armed combat with the ehemy, it had greatly hebped and
contributed to the successful operations of the units it has served.
It has been exposed to as many dangers as other wnits in the field
since its field of operation was tne front line.

I hereby certify that this report om the activities of the
'Bawanta Bolo Unit"” is true and correct.

RIDD SUBA
2nd Lieut.,0S
0-1729

DECLAS

T DECLANIFIES
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"BAWANTA

USAFIP

1% CAI’I’ SUBALA, AS
2, 18T LT DO,
3. 2u LT BORJA, VIC:
L. 2D LT HIPOL PABLO
5. 2D LT MAZO!
6. 2D LT WAZON,

Reserve of
"a" Compeny, 1st Bn, 12lst Infantry
NORTHERN

BOLO UNIT"

U20m

= Commanding Officer

= Executive

ENLISTED MEN

1. Abuan, Santos
2, Dumo, Jesus

3. Dumo, Zacarias
lis Elido, Buenefe

SERGEANT!

3]

5. Mabalo, Patricio
11, Subang,
t CORPORALS
1, Balagot, Dominador, 2nd —

2, Baladad, Rufino
3e Caluza, Alfredo
L Caluza, Lauro

5e¢ Corpuz, Laureano

1, Abad, Pablo
2. Aben, Bernardo
3. Ancheta, Isidro

l,s Anchetas, Victorio
5 Baladad, Honofre
6. Baladad, Patricio

1st

Ts Balagot, Dominador,
8. Balagot, llarieno

9+ Bambac, Epifanio
103 Cadeno, Alvaro
1l, Cadano, Benjemin
12, Corpuz, Alejendro
13 Corpuz, Francisco
1. Corpuz, Hilario
15« Corpug, Jose

16, Corpuz, Mariano
17. Corpuz, Manuel
18, Corpuz, Peblo
19, Corpuz, Pedro
20, Corpuz, Victoriano

21, Dasalla, Juan

22, Dasalla, Vinancio
23, Dumo, Anastacio
1o Dumo, Crisogono
25+ Dumo, Felipe
.26 Dhmn, [(eneroso e
27. Dumo, Santiago

Pablo

(Killed 31 Jan L5)

lazon, Pedro - 1lst Sgt
zon, Teofilo
Pulido, Avelino
Rimando, Jaime

Subang, Mauricio

Corpuz, Lorenzo
s Jaime

Vietorino
fabalo,
llazon, Teodorico

Dunpit, Telesforo
Dumpit, Tomas
Estigoy, Apolinario
rrer, Antonio
Floresca, lHaximino
oresca, Seturnino
pol, Bernardo
pol, Buenaventura
Hipol, Jose
Jugenas, Deogracias
Mebalo, Federico
Madayag, lMauro
Madayag, Silvestre
Munar, Esteban
llonan, Jose
Pangan, Teofilo (Killed by Japs
Perez, Laurentino 27 Dec Lk)
Prepose, Florentino

Rimas, Crisogono

Roldan, Alfonso

Sabado, Mauricio

Sibayan, Felix

Subang, lonico

Subang, Pedro (Died of sickness
Subala, Alejandro 10 Oct LS)
Subela, Esteban

Subala, Juan

(rilled by
Japs 25Deckl;)

I certify that this roster of the "Bawanta Bolo Unit", Reserve, "A" Co,

1st Bn, 121st Inf, USAFIP NL is true and correcte

st D 552075 |
MW




.
| non AN 523075 |

O



T RECCANIFIOS
sod AN 23075




o e

] CONFRRRTHE—
e
nanon NND 9230118 : 1S

/.




	1431714_ (1) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (2) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (3) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (4) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (5) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (6) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (7) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (8) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (9) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (10) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (11) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (12) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (13) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (14) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (15) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (16) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (17) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (18) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (19) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (20) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (21) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (22) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (23) (Custom).jpg
	1431714_ (24) (Custom).jpg



